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18 (30), 1896, three weeks before the coronation solemni-
ties. By sending such a high dignitary to witness this cere-
mony the Chinese wished to express their gratitude to our
youthful Emperor for all his benefactions to the Chinese
Empire.
In the meantime the great Trans-Siberian Railway, which
was under construction, had reached Transbaikalia and the
question arose as to the further direction which the railroad
should follow.   I conceived the idea of building the road
straight across Chinese territory, principally Mongolia and
northern Manchuria, on toward Vladivostok.   This direc-
tion, J- calculated, would considerably shorten the line and
facilitate its construction.   Considering the enormous mile-
age of the Trans-Siberian, it was natural to seek to shorten
the route.   Technically the Amur section presented great
difficulties.   Besides, the road would run along the Amur
River and would thus compete with the Amur steamship
companies.   The Manchurian route would save 514 versts.
In comparison to the Amur region this section also pos-
sessed the advantage of a more productive soil and a more
favourable climate.   The problem was how to get China's
permission for this plan, by peaceful means based on mutual
commercial interests.   The idea appealed to me strongly
and I found occasion to draw His Majesty's attention to it.
The court physician, Badmayev, a Buriat by birth, who
wielded a considerable influence over the Emperor, on the
contrary, stood for the Kyakhta-Peking direction.   I could
not sympathize with his project, first, because I considered
Vladivostok as the most desirable terminus "for the Trans-
Siberian, and, second, because I believed that a railroad to
Peking would arouse the whole of Europe against us.   It
must be borne in mind that the great originator of the
Trans-Siberian had no political or military designs in con-
nection with the road.   It was an enterprise of a purely
economic nature.   Alexander III wished to establish cam-